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SECTION A: POETRY
Anw/ er one ques ion from this 8 t ion.

SONGS OF OURSELVES VOLUME 1: from Part 4

Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.

Read this poem, and then anw er the ques ion that follows it:

Ozymandias

| met a trae ller from an antique land

Who a id: Two & & and trunk es legs of & one
Stand in the des rt ... Near them, on the a nd,
Half s nk ahk attered iva ge lies whos frown,
And wrink ed lip, and 8 eer of o Id 0 mmand,

Tell that its & Iptor well thoe pab ons read

Whib ¢ ts rve , 5 amped onthes lifeles things
The hand that mok d them, and the heart that fed:
And on the pedestal thee words appear:

‘My name is Om andias k ng of k ngs

Look on my work g Mighty, and dep airV’
Nothing bes de remains Round the dea y
Ofthato loa |wrek boundles and bare

The lone and lee | a nds s reth far away.

(Percy Bysshe Shelley)

How does Shelley v v dly o ntras the pas and the pres ntin this poem?

0475/12/MID 25
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He Never Expected Much

Well, World, g u hae & ptfaith with me,
Kept faith with me;

Upon the whole g u hae proe d to be
Mub asg ua idg uwere.

Sine asahb ildlus dtolie

Upon the leaze and wath the g

Nee r, 1 own, ep et ed |
That life would all be fair.

"Twas theny ua id, and sne hae a id,
Times sne hae a id,

Inthat mg eriouswv ie g ub ed
From t ouds and hills around:

‘Many hae loe d me dep erately,

Many with ;1 ooth s renity,

While ® me hae b own o ntempt of me
Till they dropped underground.

‘I do not promis oe rmub ,
Child; oe rmuhb ;

U b neutral-tinted hapsanda b
You a id to minds lie mine.

Wis warning forg urc editsa k !

Whib | for one failed not to tak ,

And hene o uldsems h srainandah e
As eab ¢ ar mightas gn.

(Thomas Hardy)

0475/12/MID 25

Ep lore how Hardy memorably o ne g the p eak r's thoughts and feelings in He Never
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SONGS OF OURSELVES VOLUME 2: from Part 3
Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.

Either 3 Read this poem, and then anw er the ques ion that follows it:

At The Bus Station

When g u arrie

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

until  u are ins de the bus

(Julius Chingono)

How does Chingono mak this & b an intriguing poem?
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Or 4 Inwhatwag does Sk rtes v dly pres ntideas about b ange in this poem?

Song
for Helen Suzman

Nothing happens until something does.
Everything remains just as it was

And all you hear is the distant buzz

Of nothing happening till something does.

A lot of small hands in a monstrous hall 5
can make the air vibrate

and even shake the wall;

a voice can break a plate

or glass, and one pale feather tip

the balance on a sinking ship. 10

It's the @ ry a me tune that has been 8 ng

time and again by those

whoe heay fate has hung

on the weight that they oppos

the weight by whib are c ub ed 15
the brok nw ie s of the hub ed.

But gie e rtain people a plae to s and

alee r, a fulcrum, a weight,

howee r ;1 all the hand,

the objet howee r great, 20
itis pos ble to proe

that ee n Earth may be made to moe .

Nothing happens until something does,

and hands, however small,

fill the air so the buzz 25
of the broken fills the hall

as levers and fulcrums shift

and the heart like a weight begins to lift.

Nothing happens until it does.

Everything remains just as it was 30
And all you hear is the distant buzz

Of nothing happening. Then something does.

(George Szirtes)
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TED HUGHES: from New Selected Poems
Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.

Either 5 Read this poem, and then anw er the ques ion that follows it:

Football at Slack

Between plunging valleg on a barebak of hill

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

Lifted the t oud’s edge, to wath them.

Ep lore the wag in whib Hughes v dly depit s the relationk ip between men and
nature in this poem.
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Or 6 How does Hughes ue words and images to & rik ng effet in The Harvest Moon?

The Harvest Moon

The flame-red moon, the hare § moon,

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

Sweat from the melting hills
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SECTION B: PROSE
Anw/ er one ques ion from this 8 t ion.
CHINUA ACHEBE: Things Fall Apart
Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.

Either 7 Read this paa ge, and then an# er the ques ion that follows it:

The priestes had now reab ed Ok nlw 0’s 0 mpound and was talk ng
with him outs de his hut.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.
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Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

Okonlv o teared his throat, and brought out his s uff-bottle from the
goatk n bag by his & de.

(from Chapter 11)

How does Ab ebe mak thiss b a dramatic moment in the noe 1?

Ep lore how Ab ebe portrag the relationb ip between Ok nlw o and his father, Unok .
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ANITA DESAI: Fire on the Mountain
Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.
Read this paa ge, and then anw er the ques ion that follows it:
Nanda Kaul held the blak ear-phone awlv ardly, res nting its
uno mfortable pres re on the mn all bones of her ear, pik d & rlily at the

pages of the telephone diret ory and & ared out of the window at the large
hen s ath ing under the hg rangea.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.
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Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

Fingering a ¢ llowed a rl, lla Das hummed and wondered for a minute.

(from Part 1, Chapter 6)

In what wag does Dea i mak thiss b a dis urbing moment in the noe 1?

Or 10 Ep lore the wag in whib Dea i powerfully pres nts the importane of fire in the noe |.
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CHARLES DICKENS: Great Expectations

Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.

Either 11 Read thispaa ge, andthen ang er the ques ion that follows it:

© UCLES 2025

As the dag went on, | notie d more and more that Magwith would
lie plact dly look ng at the white e iling, with an abe ne of light in his fae ,
until 8 me word of mine brightened it for an ins ant, and then it would
8 bk de again. Sometimes he was almos , or quite, unable to p eak then,
he would anw er me with kight prea res on my hand, and | grew to
unders and his meaning e ry well.

The number of the dag had ris nto ten, when | a w a greater b ange
in him than | had & en g t. His eg s were turned towards the door, and
lighted up as | entered.

‘Dear boy,” he a id, as | a t down by his bed: ‘Il thought g u was late.
But | k owed g u o uldn't be that.’

‘Itis jus the time,’ a id I. ‘| waited for it at the gate.’

‘You alwag waits at the gate; don’'t ¢ u, dear bo¢ ’

‘Yes Not to loe a moment of the time.’

‘Thank ee dear boy, thank ee. God bles ¢ u! You's nee r des rted
me, dear boy.’

| pree d his hand in Blene , for | o uld not forget that | had one
meant to des rt him.

‘And what's the bes of all,’ he a id, ‘p u' been more o mfortable
alonger me, sne | was under a dark toud, than when the 8 n b one.
That's bes of all.’

He lay on his bak breathing with great diffia Ity. Do what he would,
and loe me though he did, the light left his fae ee r and again, and a film
a me oe r the plat d look at the white e iling.

‘Are g uin mub pain to-dag ’

‘I don’t o mplain of none, dear boy.’

‘You nee r do o mplain.’

He had p ok n his las words He m iled, and | unders ood his toub
to mean that he wik ed to lift my hand, and lay it on his breas . | laid it
there, and he m iled again, and put both his hands upon it.

The allotted time ran out, while we were thus but, look ng round, |
found the goe rnor of the pris n & anding near me, and he whip ered,
‘You needn't go ¢ t.’ | thank d him gratefully, and ak ed, ‘Might | p eak to
him, if he @ n hear me?’

The goe rnor & epped as de, and bek ned the offie r away. The
b ange, though it was made without nois , drew bak the film from the
plat d look at the white e iling, and he look d mos affet ionately at me.

‘Dear Magwith , | mus tell g u, now at las . You unders and what |
ay’

A gentle pres re on my hand.

‘You had a b ild one , whom g uloe dand los .’

A s ronger pres re on my hand.

‘She lie d and found powerful friends. She is liv ng now. She is a lady
and e ry beautiful. And | loe herV

With a las faint effort, whib would hae been powerles but for
my ¥ elding to it and as sting it, he rais d my hand to his lips Then, he
gently let it 58 nk upon his breas again, with his own hands liy ng on it. The
plac d look at the white e ilinga me bak and pas d away, and his head
dropped quietly on his breas .
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Mindful, then, of what we had read together, | thought of the two men 50

who went up into the Temple to pray, and | k ew there were no better

words that | o uld a y bes de his bed, than ‘O Lord, be mert ful to him, a
B nner!

(from Chapter 56)

How does Dik ns mak this moment in the noe |e mov ng?

Or 12 Inwhat wag does Die nsmak Mra ggerse b ao mpelling b arat er?
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DAPHNE DU MAURIER: Rebecca

Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.

Either 13 Read this paa ge, and then an# er the ques ion that follows it:

© UCLES 2025

| was & deep in my pit ure, | ee n a w the porter pok ting his tip
and going bak through the & ing-door of the hotel, a ¥ ng ® mething oe r
his B oulder to the o mmiss onaire, that | did not notie the b owing-down
of the a r, and it was only when we & opped, drawing up by the & de of
the road, that | brought mg If bak to the pres nt one again.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.
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Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

The glamour
of it had gone with my happy mood, and at the thought of it my froe n
fae quie red into feeling, my adult pride was los , and thoe dep ia ble
tears rejoict ng at their o nques welled into my eg s and & rag d upon my
b eek

(from Chapter 5)

In what wag does du Maurier mak thiss b aree aling momentin the noe 1?

Ep lore how du Maurier v dly ree als the relationk ip between Mak m and Rebea

during the o ure of the noe |I.
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HARPER LEE: To Kill a Mockingbird
Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.

Either 15 Read thispaa ge, andthen an# er the ques ion that follows it:

Later, when | was 8 ppos d to be in bed, | went down the hall for a
drink of water and heard Attia s and Unt e & k in the liv ng-room:
‘I B all nee r marry, Attia s’

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

© UCLES 2025 0475/12/MID 25



19

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

But | nee r figured out how Attio s k ew | was
listening, and it was not until many ¢ ars later that | realiz d he wanted me
to hear ee ry word he a id.

(from Chapter 9)

In what wag does Lee t eate 8 b & rik ng impres ons of Attia s at this moment in the
noe |?

Or 16 How far does Lee eno urage ¢ u to feel ;n  pathy for Mrs Dubos ?

© UCLES 2025
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JOAN LINDSAY: Picnic at Hanging Rock
Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.

Either 17 Read this paa ge, and then an# er the ques ion that follows it:

As the dog-a rt turned in at the College gates his pas nger a ught
B ght of her fae urite pupil Sara Walp ourne on the front lawn, and brik y
wae d her umbrella.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

Your friend, Henrietta Valange.

(from Chapter 9)
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How does Linda y mak thisa b aa dand s gnifia nt moment in the noe |?

Or 18 Ep lorethe wag inwhib Linda y mak s Hanging Rok 8 b amg erious e tting in the
noe |.

© UCLES 2025 0475/12/MID 25 [TU rn over
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H G WELLS: The War of the Worlds

Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.

Either 19 Read this paa ge, and then an# er the ques ion that follows it:

© UCLES 2025

| do not t early remember the arria | of the o rate, & that probably
| doe d. | bea me aware of him as a s ated figure in s ot-en udged
b irt-b eee s and with his upturned, t ean-B ae n fae & aring at a faint
flick ring that dane doe rtheg .Theg waswhatisa lledamak rel
k y — rows and rows of faint down-plumes of toud, jus tinted with the
mide mmer 8 ns t.

| & tup, and at the rus le of my motion he look d at me quik .

‘Hae @ uany water?’ | ak d abruptly.

He B ook his head.

‘You hae been ak ng for water for the las hour,” he a id.

For a moment we were B lent, tak ng 6 ok of eab other. | dare a y
he found me a & range enough figure, nak d a & for my water-e ak d
trous rsande k a Ided, and myfae andh oulders blak ned by the
| ok . His fae was a fair weak es his b in retreated, and his hair lay in
cip , almos flag n a rls on his low forehead; his eg s were rather large,
pale blue, and blanky & aring. He p ok abruptly, lookng & a ntly away
from me.

‘What does it mean?’ he a id. ‘What do thes things mean?’

| 5 ared at him and made no ang/ er.

He ek ended a thin white hand and p ok in almos a o mplaining
tone.

‘Why are thes things permitted? What s ns hae we done? The
morning & rve was oe r, | was walk ng through the roads to t ear my
brain for the afternoon, and then — fire, earthquak , death! As if it were
Sodom and Gomorrah! All our work undone, all the work — What are thes
Martian8 ’

‘What are we?’ | anw/ ered, t earing my throat.

He gripped his k ees and turned to look at me again. For half a
minute, perhaps he & ared & lently.

‘I was walk ng through the roads to tear my brain,’ he a id. ‘And
8 ddenly — fire, earthquak , death!

He relaps d into Elence, with his b in now 8 nk n almos to his
k ees

Pres ntly he began waving his hand.

‘All the work — all the Sunday B ools — What hae we done — what
has Wel ridge done? Ee ry hing gone — ee ry hing desrog d. The
b urb ! We rebuilt it only three ¢ ars ago. Gone! —w ept out of ek & ene !
Wh¢ ’

Another paue , and he brok out again like one demented.

‘The ;0 ok of her burning goeth up for ee r and ee r!" he B outed.

His eg s flamed, and he pointed a lean finger in the diret ion of
Wep ridge.

By this time | was beginning to tak his meas re. The tremendous
tragedy in whib he had been ine le d — it was ev dent he was a fugitive
from Wep ridge — had drie n him to the @ ry e rge of his reas n.

‘Are we far from Sunbur? ' | a id, in a matter-of-fat tone.

‘What are we to do?" he ak d. ‘Are thee cr eatures ee rw here? Has
the earth been gie n oe rto them?’

‘Are we far from Sunburg
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‘Only this morning | officiated at early e lebration— 50
‘Things hae h anged, | a id, quietly. ‘You mus k ep g ur head.
There is s ill hope.’

‘Hoper’
‘Yes Plentiful hope — for all this dest rut ion!
| began to ep lain my v ew of our pos tion. He lis ened at firs , but as 55

| went on the dawning interes in his eg s gag plae to their former & are,
and his regard wandered from me.
‘This mus be the beginning of the end,’ he a id, interrupting me. ‘The
end! The great and terrible day of the Lord! When men & all a Il upon the
mountains and the rok to fall upon them and hide them — hide them from 60
the fae of Him that & tteth upon the throne!

(from Book 1, Chapter 13)

In what wag does Wells mak this s b a s rik ng introdut ion to the o rate?

Or 20 How far does Wells 8 ggets that humans learn les ns from the Martian ina 5 on?

© UCLES 2025
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from STORIES OF OURSELVES Volume 2

Remember to support your ideas with details from the writing.

Either 21 Read this paa ge from The Gold Watch (by Mulk Raj Anand), and then ang/ er the

© UCLES 2025

gues ion that follows it:

There was ® mething about the m ile of Mr At on, when he a me oe r
to Srijut SudarB an Sharma’s table, whibh betok ned dia & er. But as
the Sahib had only a id, ‘Mr Sharma, | hae brought ® mething for g u
p et ally from London —g u mus o me into my offie on Monday and tak
it...", the poor old dip ath terk o uld not & rmis the real meaning of the
General Manager’s remark The fat that Mr At on B ould 0 me oe rto his
table at all, fawn upon him and a y what he had a id was of o ure , mos
flattering. For, e ry rarely did the head of the firm o ndes nd to moe
down the o rridor where the Indian & aff of the dis ribution department of
the great Marmalade Empire of Henry King & Co., work d. But that ;1 ile
on Mr At on’s fae ! — p et ally as Mr At on was not k own to m ile too
mub , being a moroe , old Sahib, hard workng, o ns entious and a
Eae drie r, famous as a b rewd busnemn an, 8 dewv ted to the job of
p reading the monopoly of King’s Marmalade, and 8 ndry other produt s
that his wife had left him after a three month’s p ell of marriage and nee r
returned to India, though no one quite k ew whether b e was e parated or
divore d from him or merely preferred to & ay away. So the fat that At on
Sahib B ould = ile was enough to gie Srijut Sharma a us for thought.
But then Srijut Sharma was, in p ite of his nobility of 8 ul and fundamental
innoe ne , ep eriene d enough in his & udy of the & gue, detah ed rae
of the white Sahibs by now and t early notie d the kight awlv ard a rl
of the upper lip, behind whib the determined, tobao -t ained long teeth
b owed, for the briefes moment, a 8 arl 8 ppres d by the deliberation
whib At on Sahib had brought to the whole operation of o0 ming oe r
and pronount ng thos knd words And what o uld be the reas n for his
hawv ng being B ngled out, from amongs the twenty fie odd members of
the dis ribution department? In the ua al way, he, the dep atb Eterk only
receie danoa B&onalgreeting, ‘Hello Sharma—how g u getting on?’ from
the head of his own department, Mr Wes ; and twie or thrie ag ar he was
a lled intothe o bit e by Wes Sahib for a reprimand, bea us & me letters
or pak tshad gone as ray otherwis , he hime If, being the ina rnation of
t ok work effic eng , and well-e re d in the routine of his job, there was
no oa B&on for any break in the monotony of that anonyn ous = ooth
work ng Empire, 8 far at leas as he was o ne rned. To be 8 re, there
was the o ntinual gos p of the terk and the ao untants the bik rings
and jealous es of the people aboe him, for grades and promotions and
pay but he, Sharma, had been emplog d twenty g ars ago, as a p et al
favour, was not ee n a matria late, but had pie d up the work 8 mehow,
and though unwanted and o nt antly reprimanded by Wes Sahib in
the firs few ¢ ars had been retained bea us of the general legend of
a intlines whib he had aq uired ... he had fie more ¢ ars of 8 rve
to do, bea use then he would be fifty fie , and the family rais ng, grhast,
portion of his life in the fourfold B eme, pres ibed by religion, finik ed,
he hoped to retire to his home town Jullunder, where his father & ill ran the
o nfet ioner’s B op off the Mall Road.

‘And what did At on Sahib hae to a y to g u, Mr Sharma? ak d
Mis Violet Dig n, the plain 8 ub-nos d Anglo Indian tp i in her s nge ng
0 ie .
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Being an old family man of fifty, who had grag d prematurely, b e
o nedered hers If a fe enough with this ‘gentleman’ and freely o ne re d 50
with him, p et ally during the lunb hour, while B e o nsdered almos
everg ne els as hav ng only one goal in life —to k eep with her.
‘Han’, he a id, ‘he has brought & mething for me from England’, Srijut
Sharma anwe ered.
‘There are 8 b pretty thingsin UK., B e a id. 55
‘MY 1wik , 10 uld gothere! My 6§ eris there, g uk ow! Married! ..
She had told Sharma all thee things before. So he was not interes ed.
Spet ally today, bea us all his thoughts were o ncentrated on the inner
meaning of Mr At on’s 8 dden v 5 tation and the ambia lent s ile.

In what wag does Anand t eate ;n  pathy for Sharma at this moment in the & ory?

How does & maia Kina id v v dly portray the relationk ip between the narrator and her
parents in A Walk to the Jetty?
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